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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND

PROVIDENCE E’LAN']‘ATIONS, B

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,

BOARD OF MEDICAL LICENSURE : - : -
AND DISCIPLINE .. . .. .. - C96-272

In the matteé.of: -
Stephen J. Petteruti, D.O.

CONSENT ORDER

A complaint was filed with the Board of M@dicai Licensure .and
Discipline (hereinafter referred to as the “Boar@"i alleging
Stephen J. Pe%t@xuhl, D O Respondent, vlola ed "
§5w37w5,1(30)‘_6f‘";he Genarm1< Laws: Qf the State: 05 Rhcd@
Island, 1956,_a$:amended, (EQQS"Héeﬁactmentj. An 1nv&st1gablon
was cunductéd:by Inﬁééfiga?ing“Cdmmittee I, 50 ﬁallaa, of theH _
Board. -
The following ébhéﬁitgtes"tﬁé=Thvestigatiﬁq:Qommittegfﬁ:”
Investigative Findings  with respect to the professional

actions of the Res@ond@nt.f

L Investigative Findings

1. The Respondent was the primaryicare physicianiféfmé”x
female - patlentw He.diﬂcoﬁered é léraé=fihroid_tumdr in
her abdomen and reftzred her for surclﬂal intervention.
The snrgmry'wns Surceasfui and fhm Reggcndent ‘Jls:ftecithe_=

patient in the hospltal post suxglCdllyp. During tha+
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time she revealed to him that she was having marital
difficulties.
2. The Respondent and the patient engaged in a,

consensuat sexual relationship after a-series of mestings.

outside the oOffi

3. During the time peribd "that this matter was under

investigation, the Board learred that the Respondent had

engaged in boundary violations with twc othexr patients™ "

during the same time period.

4.  The Board of Medical Licensure-and Discipline finds

the R@spdndenﬁ guilty of “unprofessional conduct" for:
violatiﬂé §5~37—5.1(30} for sexual contact between a
doctor _égd ;a.;papiénp=.dur;ng‘:tigj existence _bf the

doctor/patient relationship.

The parties agr@é és follows:-

(7} ThemReﬁéoﬁdﬁnt is a*physiciaﬁ:iicen%ed?and
doing businegs"undér and by’y%ﬁﬁpe~ef'th@ Lawé of the State of
Rhcde Island, osteopathic ~licemse: No. 413. Respondent’s.
business address is 470 qulgate Road, Warwick, R.I.

(2) Respondent admits tc the jurisdiction of the Beoard
and hereby agrees to remain under. the jurisdiction of the
Board.

(3} Respondent has read this Consent Order and
understands that it is 8 propoéal‘af‘ Investigating Committee

I of the Board and is subjecﬁ to the final approval of the

2



Boexrd. This Consent Order is not binding on respondent until

final ratification by the Board.

(4) -~ Respondent hereby acknowledges and waives:

a.

The right to appear personally or by
counsel or both before the Board;:

The fiéht to produce witnesses and
@viden&e in his behalf at a hearing;

The riéht to cross éxamine WitneSSQS;
The riéht tb haveﬂsﬁbpoeﬁas”issuéd‘byuthe
Board;: | | |

The right to - further procedurél,,steps
except fér gspecifically containéd herein;
any and all rights of appeal of this
Consgn@ Ordgr; | 7

Any objection to the fact that; this

Consent Order will be presented to the

‘Board for consideration and review;

‘Any objection to the fact that it will be

necessary for the  Board tc . become
acquaiﬁted with all evidence pertaining
to tﬁiS: matter in. order to review
ad@quatelf this Consenﬁ-drder;—

Any objection to the fact that potential

.bias against. the Respcorndent may, eceur . as.

“a ‘result of the -presentation: c¢f- this:

Consent Order.



(5) 1f the Consert Order is not accepted by the
Respondent, the Investigative Committee will recommend to the

‘Board that an Administrative Hearing be Scheduled with respect

to any and all acts of alleged unprofessional conduct. If thewr;:

Board approves, a Hearing Commj will be convéned for the . =

purpose of conducting the hhdminiéﬁrétiﬁé“mﬁéaéinqQ”Tﬁﬁéiii:
composition of,th@"Hearinngdmmittee is described by statute. ..
If the Hearing Cémmittee- %@tés in favor of fin&ing .the. ..

- Respondent guilty of unpr@f@ssaonal condugf as QPQlelod dxe. s
- the chazgem, Lhe Board shall prepare erttﬁP flndlng of fact

and law in support of bald CORLl&&lOﬂ If the acaused is found

not guiity, ‘the Board -shall, forthwith, issue an order
- dismissing the‘phaxgeﬁ. |
{(6) Acceptance of ?his"Consent Orderrgonstitutes“an
admission by the Respondent of the facts set ferth herein.
{7) This Consent Order shall beccme’ part of the *
- public record of this proceeding once it is accepted by all

parties and by the Boaxd.,

(8) Failure to comply with this Consent Crder, when =
_signed and accepted, shall subject the Respondent to further
disciplinary-action . |

(%) The Raspondent voinntarlly'surrendexs his license to
practice med1c1ne= in the State of Rhode Island.  The
. Respondent &hdll $$qn & ontract with the PhYSlClon 5 Health
- Committee of the Rnode I%land.M@dlgal 8001ety The Respondenb

shall submit to evaluatiofn and treatment ag is necessary ox



‘determined by his évéIﬁafors;__Thguﬁgggondenﬁ~ghall:submit=ﬁi§ v

~evaluation, -treatment’ and disecharge - summdry along with"&"

report from his evaluators to the Board within thirty (30)

days of his return to Rhode Island. The Investigating

Committee shalirreviewﬂthelfeports and éogﬁi@ggmterms?ung@xnhnc

which the Respondent may.xeﬁurn to the pfactice of medicine.

(10} The Reepondent shall pay an Administrative Fee. of
*Oné  Thousand Dollars ($%,000) "Doklars to the - Board -within

- Bixty days Gf rathECQtlon c¢f this Consent Qrﬁer,-

Signed this = /P4 . .day of Mermbhrringr.

oY

stephén J. Po%terutl, D.0O.

Ratified by the Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline -at -
a meeting held on Decomber” /C, 1997.

%fjﬂzﬂ\y%ff/m ME . 1PE
Patricia A. Nolan MD, MPH
Directer of Health, Chalrpersgn :
Poard cf Medical Licensure,and
Digcipline




